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Bruno Rossi is one of the great physicists who in the last century
renewed the modern science.
He studied at the University of Padua and received his doctorate in
physics at the University of Bologna in 1927. He started his academic
career at the University of Florence and held the chair in physics in
Padua from 1932 to 1938, when the Fascist regime dismissed him, as
a result of its notorius racial laws.
Bruno Rossi then spent short periods in Copenhagen, Manchester,
Chicago and at Cornell University. From 1943 to 1946 he was at the
Los Alamos Laboratory in New Mexico, where the atomic bomb was
developed.
He went to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1946 as a
professor of physics, where he was named Institute Professor, a rank
reserved for scholars of special distinction. After his retirement from
MIT he was offered a chair as a professor in physics by the Italian
Government and he chose to teach at the University of Palermo,
where he remained from 1974 to 1980.
Dr. Rossi's career paralleled the evolution of cosmic-ray physics. His
investigations of cosmic rays and their interactions with matter laid
the foundation for high-energy particle physics. He proved the
corpuscolar nature of this radiation and its interaction with the
Earth’s magnetic field. He also discovered that individual cosmic
rays, colliding with atoms, often generate large numbers of secondary
particles, known as showers.
His interest in this bombardment from space led him into space
research. He and his colleagues built a detector with which the
Explorer X satellite in 1961 discovered the magnetopause. He also
initiated the exploratory search for cosmic X-rays that in 1963
resulted in the discovery of the strong Scorpio X-ray source. The
discovery marked the beginning of X-ray astronomy, which soon
became a principal tool of astrophysics research.
He devised several instrumental techniques, starting from a
fundamental electronic device for experimental high-energy nuclear
physics and a basic element of modern computers.
As a teacher, he inspired leaders in higher learning and industry, and
he formed a generation of talented researchers in physics and
astrophysics.
The University of Padua in honouring the hundredth anniversary of
his birth, renews its deep gratitude for his activity there and his great
contributions to modern science.
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